
Last week a small but
significant bit of news went
reported but largely unno-
ticed.

Tánaiste Eamon Gilmore
appointed Minister for Social
Protection Joan Burton as
Labour’s director of elections
for the upcoming local and
European contests, an
intriguing power play.

The move is being seen by
some in Labour as Gilmore,
the party leader, attempting to
neutralise any swing of
support towards Burton
within the party in the wake of
bad results in the May elec-
tions. Burton is Labour’s
deputy leader and has been

seen in the past as an alterna-
tive leader should Gilmore
step aside.

While Labour’s poll ratings
have stabilised in recent
months, the midterm polls are
still seen as a big test for
Gilmore and the party.

There have also been
reports of a strained relation-
ship between the pair, and the
most serious doubts over
Gilmore’s leadership were
raised after last year’s Meath
East byelection, which saw
Labour fall into fifth place.

Sources close to Burton said
they were expecting the move,
but acknowledged it was a
“smart” one on the part of
Gilmore, since it effectively
ties them both to whatever
result Labour achieves.

Gilmore offered the
position to Burton last week,
and she immediately accept-
ed. “It binds them both
together, whatever happens,”

one source said.
What is likely to happen is

that the party will take a bit of
a pummelling in both the
locals and the Europeans, and
could possibly end up with no
MEPs.

Having Burton in charge of
both elections means she, as
well as Gilmore, will have to
shoulder the blame for any
poor performance and it
decreases the risk of party
members and TDs running
towards her afterwards and
asking her to save the party.

We may be over-conspirato-
rial, but remember who ran
Fine Gael’s doomed and
much-maligned campaign to
abolish the Seanad? One
Richard Bruton, he who
launched a heave against
Enda Kenny.

First Bruton, now Burton.
Who’d be an ambitious

deputy leader or in Bruton’s
case former deputy leader, eh?

A letter sent by the RTÉ
chairman Tom Savage in
response to the decision by
Minister for Social Protection
Joan Burton to reduce the
subvention paid by her depart-
ment for the free TV licence
scheme by ¤5 million has a
stridency of tone that is
unusual for the RTÉ board.

The letter to Minister for
Communication Pat Rabbitte
was written in early November,
about three weeks after the
budget, and probably coincides
with the first meeting of the
RTÉ board after the cut was
announced.

The three-page letter goes
into considerable detail about

the adjustments that have been
made in RTÉ in recent years to
reduce its cost base and to deal
with the substantial fall in
advertising revenue during the
recession.

Savage refers to a ¤130mil-
lion reduction in cost base
which included reducing the
number of people employed in
the organisation by 500.

He implies in the letter that
RTÉ was aware, or was made
aware, of other adjustments
that would have to be made and
also had to deal with revenues
that fell short of projections in
the first half of last year.

The point made by Savage is
that the ¤5 million reduction
from Social Protection was all
but sprung on the broadcaster,
and that it would be “extraordi-
narily difficult to manage”.

In the letter, Savage writes:
“RTÉ’s public funding has
been reduced to make a saving
in the budget of the Depart-
ment of Social Protection. In
effect, RTÉ is being asked to
bear the cost of national
welfare policy.”

Pensioners
All pensioners in the State are
entitled to a free TV licence as
part of their household pack-
age. The Department of Social
Protection pays the licence fee
to RTÉ through the Depart-
ment of Communications. In
all, there are between 405,000
and 410,000 in that cohort and

the fee is paid on behalf of them
all.

However, in a letter from
Rabbitte to Burton, he com-
plains her department had,
even before the budget, not
been paying the full amount
due. His letter asserts that the
department was paying only
¤145 per licence and not the
full fee of ¤160. That resulted
in a shortfall of some ¤6 million
already. Combined with the
budget day decision to reduce
the subvention by ¤5 million
(from ¤59 million to ¤54
million), the overall “hit” that
RTÉ was taking was some ¤11
million, he asserted.

Fullcohort
In speaking notes prepared for
Burton, the department has
justified the reduction on the
basis that the single payment
on behalf of more than
405,000 pensioners signifi-
cantly reduces administrative
costs (in other words RTÉ and
An Post do not have to go
chasing after them all individu-
ally). It is also argued that RTÉ
gets paid for the full cohort of
customers, unlike the general
population, where there is an
evasion rate of 16 per cent.

In his letter, however,
Rabbitte goes to some length in
warning Burton and her
department – in direct terms –
against any further raids into
the revenues raised for the TV
licence.

HARRYMcGEE
PoliticalCorrespondent

Legislative proposals will be
brought to Cabinet this morn-
ing paving the way for new tech-
nological universities to be es-
tablished in the State.

Minister for Education Ruai-
rí Quinn will bring the general
scheme of Technological Uni-
versities Bill to the weekly meet-
ing of Government Ministers
this morning.

The memorandum will give
the legal underpinning that will

allow new universities in the
State for the first time since the
University of Limerick and Dub-
lin City University were given
that status.

The other two main universi-
ties are Dublin University
(TCD) and the constituent col-
leges of the National University
of Ireland (UCD, UCC, NUIG,
and NUI, Maynooth).

Comprehensivereview
In a separate development, Mr
Quinn will also be bringing the
report of an expert group that

conducted a comprehensive re-
view of existing apprenticeship
schemes in Ireland and which
has recommended major
changes for the future.

The review looked at tradi-
tional apprenticeships – such as
plumbing, carpentry and elec-
trician-training – and has also
identified the need for training
and new skills in more modern
industry such as ICT, pharma,
and green energy.

The heads of the technologi-
cal university legislation will al-
low some of the institutes of
technology in the State pro-
gress to university status.

Government sources said Mr
Quinn does not want a similar
situation to arise as happened
in the UK some two decades
ago where many dozens of insti-
tutions were accorded universi-
ty status without sufficiently rig-
orous scrutiny.

“The word ‘university’ is very

important,” said the source.
“We want to make sure that we
protect the word and the con-
cept.”

Mergers
In addition, the creation of uni-
versities will also involve merg-
ers between current institutes.
The standards that will be laid
down will be very exacting, said
the source, and institutes will
need to merge in order to dem-
onstrate a sincere and full com-
mitment to attaining the new
status.

The final evaluation of wheth-
er or not the applicants meet
the criteria will not be made at a
political level or within the
State. It will be conducted by an
international panel comprised
of experts in this area.

It is understood that from Mr
Quinn’s perspective he believes
a strong apprenticeship system
is vital for the future. He is also

keen to see a move towards a
proper gender balance in ap-
prenticeships.

The review group has recom-
mended that Solas, the training
authority, continues to oversee
the apprenticeship schemes
but that it work in close co-oper-
ation with the Higher Educa-
tion Authority. Another recom-
mendation is for an apprentice-
ship council to be established to
plan and deliver the new sys-
tem.

The group puts a lot of em-
phasis on the vital role that em-
ployers will play and suggests
that consortiums of employers
should identify occupations
suitable for apprenticeship.

Employers should pay ap-
prentices in new apprentice-
ship areas for both the
on-the-job and off-the-job peri-
ods, with the State meeting the
off-the-job training costs, it rec-
ommends.
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Áras an Uachtaráin has con-
firmed that the President’s
wife, Sabina Higgins, visited
Aosdána member and peace
activist Margaretta D’Arcy in
Limerick Prison at the
weekend.

Mrs Higgins’s visit was un-
dertaken in a private capacity,
a spokesman said. The visit
took place less than a week af-
ter D’Arcy, who is 79 and un-
dergoing treatment for can-
cer, was jailed for refusing to
sign a bond to uphold the law
and keep away from unauthor-
ised zones at Shannon Air-
port.

Friends
D ’ A r c y r e c e i v e d a
three-month suspended sen-
tence last month for illegal in-
cursion of the runway at Shan-
non Airport on October 7th,
2012, during a protest over US
military use. The sentence was
activated when she refused to
sign the bond and she was es-
corted from her Galway home
to Limerick.

Both women have been
friends for many years, and
President Michael D Higgins
spoke at the funeral of
D’Arcy’s husband, playwright
John Arden. D’Arcy’s son,
Finn Arden, and two peace ac-
tivists, Cmdt (retired) Edward

Horgan of Shannonwatch and
Niall Farrell of the Galway Alli-
ance Against War, visited the
prison yesterday. They said in
a statement that D’Arcy will
only sign a bond to keep the
peace if there is no direct refer-
ence to Shannon Airport.

Some 240 artists have
called for D’Arcy’s release, as
has journalist Nell McCaffer-
ty, film-maker Lelia Doolan
and former UN assistant secre-
tary general Denis Halliday,
who appealed to Minister for
Justice Alan Shatter.

The Department of Justice
has declined to respond to the

appeals, stating it does not
comment on individual cases.

Ms D’Arcy is a veteran of a
number of peace campaigns,
and was involved the Green-
ham Common women’s peace
camp which opposed placing
of US cruise missiles in Britain
in the early 1980s.
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Cheers of happiness and relief
were heard as more than 3,000
people became Irish citizens at
the Dublin Convention Centre
yesterday.

The new citizens, from more
than 100 countries across the
globe, took part in the three cer-
emonies throughout the day.

Minister for Justice Alan

Shatter said the State was home
to people from “every country
on this planet”.

The group gave an impromp-
tu round of applause when Mr
Shatter said the new citizens
would have the same equal
rights and respect as people
born in Ireland.

Monaghan resident Melenga
Nabiseselo said she was very
happy to become an Irish citi-

zen with her family, as she
clutched her certificate of natu-
ralisation.

“This is amazing for me,” she
said. “It’s a big change of life liv-
ing here in Ireland. I’m living in
peace and my children go to
school – me as well.”

Ms Nabiseselo said she ar-
rived from the Democratic Re-
public of Congo in September
2009. Her husband, Abwe Mu-

londa, said people in Ireland
had been kind and helpful since
his family arrived. “The war has
been destroying my country for
a long time,” he said. “I’m very
proud to be part of Irish society.
I’m free, free to vote in Irish soci-
ety and to travel wherever I
like.”

Mr Mulonda said he had
grown to love Irish food, espe-
cially Irish breakfasts.

His son Lmantha Mulonda
(20) finished his Leaving Certifi-
cate last year and his dream is
to play for the Republic of Ire-
land football team.

Newbridge couple Tomasz
and Joanna Michalski, from Po-
land, said they were very happy
to become Irish. Mr Michalski
said they fell in love with Ire-
land through their work in the
telecoms industry.

“We have more friends here
than in Poland now.”

Ministertobringproposals for
technologicaluniversities toCabinet
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A former chairman and chief
executive of the CRC is willing
to appear before the Dáil Pub-
lic Accounts Committee
(PAC) again to answer ques-
tions about the scandal at the
charity.

The Irish Times under-
stands Jim Nugent, who was
chairman until the entire
board resigned before Christ-
mas, is prepared to answer
questions from TDs.

Mr Nugent was also acting
chief executive for a brief peri-
od following the resignation of
Paul Kiely, who retired as
chief executive of the charity
with a lump sum and pension
pay-off worth ¤740,000. The
HSE disclosed last week that
Mr Kiely’s severance package
amounted to some ¤740,000
despite him telling PAC last
month he was given a lump
sum of ¤200,000.

Separately, there is a possi-
bility that the former board of
the CRC, which resigned in De-
cember, may be asked to re-
constitute itself temporarily.

The legal standing of the
HSE-appointed administrator
at the CRC, John Cregan, may
be under doubt unless his ap-
pointment is ratified by the
board.

Temporarybasis
One of the ways it could be
done, said a source, was by re-
constituting the board on a
temporary basis to ratify the
appointment. There are other
ways, including invoking the
Companies Act, but they are
more complicated and will in-
variably require an applica-
tion to the courts.

Minister for Transport Leo
Varadkar became the latest
member of the Cabinet to call
on Mr Kiely to return money

he received as part of his
pay-off from the clinic.

Mr Varadkar said those in
receipt of large pay-offs from
public bodies frequently had
employment law backing their
position and their entitle-
ments. “I don’t think this is
just a matter of law. It is also a
matter of principle. I know it
has been suggested that the
person in question might pay
back some of the money he
was given, as a gesture really,
to show understanding of how
upset people are.”

Asked if he believed Mr Kie-
ly should repay some of the
money, he replied: “I think it
would be appropriate.”

Mr Varadkar’s comments
follow a call from Minister for
Health James Reilly for Mr
Kiely to return some money,

while Minister for Finance Mi-
chael Noonan said “on the face
of it” he would agree that mon-
ey should be repaid

Hamilton Goulding, son of
CRC founder Lady Valerie
Goulding, who was Mr Nu-
gent’s predecessor as chair-
man, has said he will also an-
swer questions at the commit-
tee. Mr Goulding told The
Irish Times the top-up pay-
ments to senior executives
and the “uncomfortable” sev-
erance payment to Mr Kiely
were the only issues and said
he was “absolutely confident”
the clinic was run in a correct
fashion.

Theremighthavebeena little
momentwhenachill of fear
pricked the skinbeneath the
silk shirts of the¤375-an-hour
men, but the reassurance
cameveryquickly.
FintanO’Toole , page 16
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■Sabina Higgins (above left)
and jailed activist Margaretta
D’Arcy: old friends

■MelengaNabiseselo,
originally fromDemocratic
Republic of Congo and living
inMonaghan town, after she
became an Irish citizen
yesterday at a ceremony in
the Convention Centre Dublin.
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