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Coalition reaches broad agreement on
housing after weeks of negotiations

Kelly's aim to link rents to the Consumer
Price Index has been abandoned

FIACH KELLY
Political Correspondent

Landlords will only be allowed
to increase residential rents
every two years under a hous-
ing plan to be announced by
the Government.

The plan, which is due to go
to the Cabinet next week, has
emerged after weeks of diffi-
cultnegotiations between Min-
ister for the Environment
Alan Kelly and Minister for Fi-
nance Michael Noonan.

They have reached broad
agreement on a package to in-
crease housing supply and ad-
dresstheissue of rent rises.

Mr Kelly’s initial plan to link
rent increases to the Consum-
er Price Index has been aban-
doned.

But the situation where an-
nual rent reviews are permit-
ted is to be changed, so that
rents can be reviewed only eve-
ry two years. This is expected
to continue for the next four
years, after which annual re-

views may be permitted again.
6 The package

includes
steps to boost

apartment
numbers in Dublin

Government sources said
they believed the change
would go a long way towards
giving tenants a degree of cer-
tainty about their rents.

Rentincreases
It effectively means anyone
whose rent was increased in
the summer will not face an-
other increase until the sum-
mer of 2017. Increases will
then only be allowed at the
market level, and landlords
will have to prove the increas-
esarejustified by making com-
parisons with rental proper-
tiesin the same area.
Following yesterday’s
agreement, officials are work-
ing on a memorandum to be
presented to Ministers at their
meeting next week. Mr Noo-
nan and Mr Kelly are not ex-
pected to meet again before
the Cabinet comes together.
The package includes steps

Weather

Rainanddrizzle will clear by early
afternoon. Highesttemperatures
of13-15degrees.
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plan

to boost the number of apart-
ments built in Dublin through
changes to planning stand-
ards that would reduce con-
struction costs by up to
€20,000 per unit.

The loosening of the stand-
ards would allow for the con-
struction of smaller apart-
ments and reduce the need for
apartments to be dual aspect.
It would also reduce the num-
ber of elevator shafts required
and reduce the number of car
parking spaces needed, par-
ticularly in developments
close to public transport links.

At present, the same plan-
ning standards apply to stu-
dentaccommodation and fam-
ily apartments. The new ap-
proachisintended to allow for
the development of smaller
apartments for city living.

Construction costs

It is also intended to reduce
construction costs to ensure
apartment building is viable
again for private operators.

Development levies for
starter homes in Dublin and
other pressure areas priced be-
low €300,000 are to be
scrapped, although sources
said the exact details were still
being worked on. The cost will
be met from existing funds.

Mr Kelly will be able to over-
ride local authority standards
as part of an effort to speed up
market activity.

A significant element of the
entire package, according to
sources, is “harmonisation” of
planning standards that
would bring all “local authori-
ties back to a national level”.

Landlords will be able to
claim 100 per cent taxrelief on
mortgage interest when they
renta property to someone re-
ceiving rent supplement or
housing assistance payment
and they commit to maintain-
ing the rent level for three
years. The taxreliefis current-
ly capped at 75 per cent.

A spokesman for Taoiseach
Enda Kenny said there is “still
morework to bedone” butadd-
ed: “There is confidence that
the package will boost supply
of rental accommodation and
housing more generally,
which is the only way to slow
rapidlyrising rents”.
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Cervicalcancer
vaccine: The HPV
vaccine given to teenage
girls does not cause two
syndromeslinked to
severe pain, faintingand
migraines: page 2

Guilty: Amanwho
attempted to abducta
younggirlin Laois has
beensentenced to

17 yearsin prison: page 7
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Thesonofa
Vietnamese refugee
who arrived 35
years agois setto
graduate from RCSI

They arrived, wrapped in Aer
Lingus blankets, to a cold and
blustery Dublin Airport in the
winter of 1981.

To many, they were simply
the “Boat People” - desperate
ethnic Chinese in flimsy vessels
fleeing Vietnam and pushed
back out to sea by the Malay-
sian navy.

Nga Van Thai, his wife and
children were among the first
of 200 Vietnamese refugees re-
located to Ireland.

Only a handful spoke Eng-
lish. The majority were poor,
unskilled with little formal edu-
cation. Some were illiterate in
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their own language.

That’s why today is an espe-
cially proud day for Thai’s fami-
ly. One of his children — Michael
Thai Trung King - will be
among 24 students to graduate
with a PhD from the Royal Col-
lege of Surgeons in Ireland
(RCSI).

“I feel very proud,” he says.
“My father always wanted me
todothe bestIcan.”

It’s a considerable achieve-
ment given the barriers he and
other children of the Boat Peo-
plehave vaulted. The State’s re-
sponse was —to a large extent -
indifference. Funding for ac-
commodation and furniture
came through the church collec-
tions. Children were expected
to pickup English by osmosis.

The public response to refu-
gees — based on the newspaper
letter columns of the time - was
hardly welcoming. “Did anyone
ever stop to think who these
people are,and how much mon-
ey they spent to get on the
boat?” asked one letter writer.

Another questioned: “Will
they contribute anything to the
Irish economy?”

Michael, now 31, was luckier
than most. His father — who set
up a Chinese takeaway in Dub-
lin’s North Strand - had some
English and encouraged thelan-
guage in the home.
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Typical slurs
were ‘chink’
or ‘yellow’. But I
didn’t take things
lying down

66

Michael grew up in Coolock
and attended primary school in
Darndale. “It could be tough at
times,” he says. “Kids were
kids. Typical slurs were ‘chink’
or ‘yellow’. But I didn’t take
things lying down. I was a little
rascal, I guess.”

Challenge
Secondary school was also a
challenge. But he singles out a
chemistry teacher for helping
nourish hisinterestin science.
He studied chemistry at the
Galway Mayo Institute of Tech-
nology, where he achieved a
first class honours degree.
“The atmosphere was totally
different,” he says. “Iunder-per-
formed atschool. There, people

Gardai cannot enter private
dwellings for forced deportations

CONOR LALLY
Security and Crime Editor

New legislation is being pre-
pared after a High Court ruling
that gardai do not have the
right to enter private dwellings
to arrest failed asylum seekers
for forced deportations.

The Department of Justice
acting secretary general Noel
Waters told the D4il Public Ac-
counts Committee about
15-20 per cent of deportation

Egypt The Department
of Foreign Affairs has
advised against allnon-
essential travel to Egypt,
citingaheightened risk
of attacks against
foreigners: page 9

orders result in forced deporta-
tion from the State.

However, following a High
Court ruling which has not
been publicised, gardai cannot
enter a private dwelling for the
purposes of detaining a person
for deportation.

“It has presented a problem
for a number of months for us,”
Mr Waters said. “It would
mean, in effect, when the
gardai would seek to enforce
the [deportation] order that a

Business +
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Yanis Varoufakis: The
former Greek finance
minister has said Ire-
land adopted the strate-
gyof amodel prisonerin
thehope of one day
beingreleased.

Economy:Ireland’s
economy will grow by

6 per cent thisyear,
accordingtothe
European Commission.

person would then say: ‘T'm sor-
ry, you are in my private resi-
dence you have no right to
come in here and if you do I will
goto the High Court.” ”

Deportation orders are
signed by the Minister for Jus-
tice after asylum seekers have
their applications rejected and
exhaust their right of appeal.

They can leave the State vol-
untarily when the orders are is-
sued. Failure to do so can result
in forced deportation.

Sports
Friday

Soccer:Shane Long
may miss the Republic
of Ireland’s Euro 2016
play-offs with Bosnia
and Herzegovina
because of an ankle

Rugby: Rob Kearney
andIanMadigan play
their firstgame of the
seasonwhen Leinster
facethe Scarletstonight.
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wanted to learn. My friends
were very open-minded.
They’re friends for life.”

Work at a pharmaceutical
firm helped fire his interest in
drug discovery. As part of his
PhD atthe Royal College of Sur-
geonsin Ireland, he researched
the development of drugs that
may lead to treatments for auto-
immune and infectious diseas-
es such as arthritis, lupus,
MRSA and sepsis.

Michael’s father was support-
ive to the end. When he faced
challenges completing the
write-up stage, his father gave
him the motivation to finish it.

He died on the day Michael
submitted his thesis last May.

Today, Michael’s mother
and sister are due to celebrate
with him at his conferring cere-
mony.

PTG e
= ,{,m/ﬁ’ OT‘J i

¥ . e )

'r‘H\{ A mef ANA M(‘;«mdlr AT

julef sy
g bN Ypeep

S

m Michael Thai Trung King.
Left: his parents and siblings
on arrival in Ireland in 1981.
They were among the first of
200 Vietnamese refugees
relocated here.

His father won’t be far from
his thoughts. “Education was
everything,” Michael says. “He
wanted us to do well. He never
told us what to do - just to do
wellin what we did.”

He is continuing his work as
part of a post-doctoral research
position in RCSI and hopes his
storyis aninspiration to others.

“I owe thanks to a lot of peo-
ple here at the RCSI - they are
amazing human beings. And
my wider family . .. With the
right support, you can achieve
anything.”
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Begin your own tradition.

You never actually own a Patek Philippe.

You merely look after it for the next generation.






